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In the presence of Federal Councillor Didier 

Burkhalter; Thierry Lombard, founding partner of 

Lombard Odier; Manuel Sager, Ambassador of 

Switzerland to the USA, and a host of friends, 

dignitaries and sponsors, we commemorated an 

historic milestone on October 28, 2010: the tenth 

anniversary of the swissnex network. 

Among the likes of EPFL President Patrick Aebischer, 

ECAL Director Pierre Keller and swissnex directors 

past and present, the evening was both gala 

reception, with exquisite culinary creations by EHL 

here’s to the next ten years!

chefs, and discussion, with paired speakers of young 

talents and pioneering partners.

It was not merely a festivity but also a testament to 

the value of “connecting the dots”: relationships that 

stand the test of time. It was also a way of looking 

forward with a collective consciousness and a 

resolution to face the challenges of the next decade 

together, where idea generation through collaboration 

within and beyond the burgeoning swissnex network 

would surmount — we are certain — any obstacle.

Here’s to the next ten years of “connecting the dots!”

10th anniversary
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In the end, celebrating ten years of Swiss science 

diplomacy was less about acknowledging past 

achievements and more about envisaging future 

challenges. Our strong set of stakeholders has 

expanded exponentially and served to remind us that 

connecting the dots will take on a new form in the future. 

So we pooled their collective intelligence to 

brainstorm the swissnex vision and mission for 2020 

and beyond. The 10 big ideas that emerged all speak 

to the collaborative nature of our work, and we hope 

they will inspire your own reflections on the future of 

science diplomacy.

We look forward to building the next decade with you.

the next 10 years of connecting the dots

outlook
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staff

Pascal Marmier 

Consul and Director since 2008

Andreas Rufer 

Deputy Consul, Head of Administration and 

Project Manager, Arts, Culture and Society 

since August 2010

Jacqueline Gasser-Beck 

Advisor for Education and Academic Affairs 

since 2009

Nina Ryser 

Advisor for Innovation and Entrepreneurship 

since January 2010

Pierre Dorsaz 

Project Manager, Communication and 

Outreach since 2009

Kati Reusche 

Executive Assistant and Project Manager 

since 2004

Sophie Sithamma 

Accounting and administration assistant 

since 2009

Denzil Mohammed 

Communication Specialist since 2009

Angela Rupp 

Intern, Project Management, 2010

Francesco Albertini 

Intern, Project Management since  

August 2010

My five years at swissnex Boston were a highlight 

in my career. Boston offered me unparalleled 

opportunities to work with many outstanding 

colleagues, interns, experts and world-class 

organizations. I enjoyed the amazing swissnex Boston 

team spirit: thinking, planning, decision-making 

and execution were done cooperatively. Every year, 

we laid the groundwork for all team members to 

go the extra mile and to transform challenges into 

opportunities. My heartfelt thanks to all of you!

Emil Wyss 

Deputy Consul, swissnex Boston (2005–2010)

Heike Saenze, Sam Foerstler and  

Philipp Voser 

IT Specialists

New in 2011

Thomas Boillat 

Intern, Project Management

Sabine Ledermann 

Intern, Project Management

Marie-Charlotte Bagnoud 

Intern, Project Management, SACC

Claudia Schusterbauer 

Consultant, Life Sciences




